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more difference to the lives of ordinary men and women than the career of Napoleon. What creative ideas can we ascribe to him comparable to those which were put into circulation by Aquinas, Calvin, or Rousseau, or even by his own contemporaries Goethe and De Maistre? Tf)e ft/fas Napolfo-nienncsi even if we accept them at the nephew's valuation, are .still borrowed ideas, long familiar in Europe, .some of them first practised in the Revolution, others derived from the traditions of the Ancicn JKfgimc. The system of Napoleon did not start full-fledged from his brain, and was indrecl not so much a system as a scries of brilliant improvisations made in reponse to the stress of fortune, With that wonderful tact for circumstance which Madame de Stacl notices as his principal characteristic, he adapted*the ideas of his age to the needs of the situation.
This really comes to saying that Napoleon was a statesman* It is not the business of a statesman to be original. It is his business to measure the human forces about him, to take stock of the conflicting traditions, the complek interests, the hidclrn currents and open water-ways jif thought and fueling, and so to contrive his political and constitutional formulae as to rally for their support the best and highest energies of his people* Exactly in proportion us he is successful in doing this, his work will stand the test and strain of lima
The givat transfiguring ideas in politics, even where they originate;* with men of action, can seldom be safely used until they have survive! some controversy and become the familiar property of political thought. It is therefore no more a condemnation of Napoleon's genius to observe that In* merely worked with the ideas wf the French Revolution than to say that he breathed the air and trod the earth. The supreme proof of his genius lies, on the contrary, in the fact that he harnessed the wild living #piiit of the Revolution to his own career.
These observations will prepare us to consider the general question of Napoleon'* legacy to Knrope. We should naturally expect to find that those parts of his work would be most permanent which arc founded upon common sense, and might